FRIENDSHIP:'  LA   BOETIE

Bali was certainly a friend of La Boetie, and he
could not fail to communicate to one who was
himself a poet some of the aspirations and designs
of the Pleiad. With another member of that
brilliant group, the Hellenist Jean Dorat, he must
also have been acquainted, for he composed a
moralising Latin distich On the Horologe of
Marguerite de Laval, and Marguerite was
Dorat's first wife. There are words in the
Contr'un which may, indeed, refer only to the
grace of Ronsard's verses, but which suggest a
personal acquaintance. La Boetie came forward
with a spirited defence of the great poet, when
one of his fellow councillors of Bordeaux main-
tained that Ronsard would be better employed in
singing the praises of God than those of earthly
love. There are many more ways of praising God
than one, declares La Boetie in his Latin epigram;
let Ronsard celebrate Him in his own divine
verse; the councillor, Gaillard de Laval, may, for
his part, praise God hardly less by silence. The
enthusiastic admiration of " the great La Boetie",

the influence of Anne du Bourg may have assisted in its
inspiration, and that it may have reached the Huguenots
through Lambert Daneau. The "Longa", addressed in
the Discourse, has been identified by M. Dezeimeris as
Guillaurne de Lur, a councillor first of Bordeaux, after-
wards of Paris, a lover of letters, the friend of Rabelais
and of Buchanan.I had seen him, and it gave me my
